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[ABSTRACT]

Presidential Election and
Regional Cleavage in Korea:
Focused on the 15~17th Presidential Election in the Capital Area

Kim, Youngtae | Mokpo National University

This paper investigates the effect of a voter’s native region on their candidate
choice in the 15~17th presidential election in the Capital area in Korea.

The results of empirical analyses using the official statistics and survey data
show that voters, who are residents of the Capital area, but natives of the
Yeongnam or Honam region, support the candidate whose party has a strong
base in the voter’s native region. However, the pattern of regional cleavage in
the Capital area is more or less different in the voter’s native region: The
native-region-based choice behavior of the natives of the Yeongnam region
have persisted in all of the presidential elections, but the native-region-based
choice behavior of the natives of the Honam region has weakened consider-
ably, especially in the 17th presidential election. The change of the voting
behavior of the natives of the Honam region has been caused by their ideologi-

cal change, but first of all by their retrospective evaluation.

KeyWords | korean presidential election, voting behavior, regional cleavage,
capital area






