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[ABSTRACT]

Campaign Finance Regulations on Political
Leadership Committees, Should they be there?:

From The Perspectives of Freedom and Equity

Eom, Kihong | Kyungpook National University

Electoral freedom and electoral equity are the two core values of political
campaign. The problem is that the two values are difficult to get along,
although it is not impossible. Campaign finance regulations in Korea attempt to
harmonize them through political leadership committees, which are the organi-
zation to raise and spend monies. This paper examines whether or not this pos-
sibility can be embodied utilizing campaign contribution data during the period
of 2005 through 2007. The findings suggest that it might be; the proportion of
small contributions out of total contributions is much higher than that of large
contributions, and the nature of large contributions is hard to say for influence
peddling. One caution, however, should be made; when analyzing small contri-
butions, a relationship between the income level and contribution was found.
This paper, therefore, suggests that the current level of campaign finance regu-
lations on political leadership committees should be relaxed, while campaign

contribution limits on donors should be kept.

KeyWords | Electoral Freedom, Electoral Equity, Political Leadership Commit-
tees, the 17th National Assembly of Korea






