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[ABSTRACT]

Review of the Abolition
of Local Party Branches

Jeon, Jinyoung | National Assembly Research Service

The purpose of this study is to review the abolition process of the local party
branches, and evaluate the process. The local party branch has been criticized
as the main channel of illegal political money, so the party reform was focused
on it.

But the abolition of the local party itself raises several points. First of all,
regulating party organization by law is against the Constitution, as freedom of
party organization is the constitutional freedom. And local party organization
plays important role in realizing grass-roots democracy. so it is not to be eval-
uated on the economic efficiency point of view. Finally, Legislative process of
Party Act amendment prefered speed to elaboration.

After the abolition of party branches, newly emerging grass-roots party orga-
nizations are replacing it. But another problems are newly emerging: lack of
communication between the party and the electorate, unfair political competi-
tion between imcumbent and the challenger in local politics, and difficulty in
supervising the party activity. Taking all changes and problems into considera-

tions, it is necessary to restore the local party branches.

KeyWords | local party branch, party member, Party Act, grass-roots democra-
cy, party organization, political money



