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[ABSTRACT]

Civil Rights Issues and Constitutional
Amendment after Democratization
Movement in 1987

Seo, Hyun-Jin | Sungshin Women'’s University

For the nine constitutional revisions taken place in history of the Korean
Constitution, the main subject of revisions was the government structure relat-
ed to presidential system. Even after the democratization movement in 1987,
almost all Korean Governments repeatedly raised arguments on amending the
Constitution at the time with issues of presidential system or term changes.
Revising civil rights and liberties is not considered as an important matter.
Arguments on constitutional reforms have been strongly raised by political
leaders, while the constitutional reform discourses have not yet gained details
or public understandings. To give concreteness to the discourses, this paper
aims to review controversial issues of constitutional revision among scholars
related to the civil rights which has been ignored. After reviewing current
debating issues on constitutional revisions for civil rights and liberties, it is dis-
cussed main problems to be solved for the desirable directions and concrete

contents of revision on civil rights.

KeyWords | constitutional revision, civil rights, history of constitutional amend-
ment, procedure of the constitutional amendment, social unification
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