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[ABSTRACT]

The Democratic Party’s Electoral Domination of
Local Elections in Honam Region:

Continuities and Changes

Kim, Yong Cheol | Chonnam National University

This paper attempts to analyze the DP(Democratic Party)’s electoral
domination of the local elections in Honam in terms of continuity and change.
According to the analysis, the DP has dominated the local governments and
assemblies by making a sweep through the successive elections in Honam
region. However, some changes have occurred in the recent elections. The
percent of the vote that DP’s candidates received has been on the downside,
while the cases that independent candidates won the elections have often taken
place. These resulted from the gradual change in the Homan regionalism,
shifting from the voting pattern based on the political loyalty to political
leader(Kim Dae-Jung) to the pattern based on the regional party(the DP), as
well as the increasing ‘generational’ and ‘personal’ voting patterns.

The one party-dominated local politics could never be helpful to the
achievement of grass-root democracy. In this sense, we suggest several
alternatives to improve political diversity and democratization of the regional
politics in Honam as follows: (i) the non-regional political parties should
strengthen their local party activities in order to improve their electoral
competitiveness, (ii) it is urgently needed to provide the young with a kind of
democratic civil education programs in order to nurture a healthier campaign
culture, and (iii) the size of the proportional representation in the local
assembly elections should be increased in order to improve the probability to

the entry of the non-regional parties’ candidates in the local assemblies.

KeyWords | Local Elections, Honam Regionalism, the Democratic Party
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