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[ABSTRACT]

Do Inclusiveness and Decentralization Matter?:
A Case Study of Candidate Selection Methods
in the 2010 Regional Election of Korea

Jhee, Byong-Kuen | Chosun University

This study analyzes the candidate selection methods of the Grand National
Party (GNP) and the Democratic Party (DP), two major political parties of
Korea, in the last 2010 regional election. This study examines how the GNP
and the DP have determined their candidates and whether their recent efforts
to adopt inclusive methods helps democratizing the process of candidate
selection on the dimension of participation and of contestation. It finds that
most candidates of those parties have been selected by central party leaders
and that they have critical problems in the representation of region and
gender, which harm active participation of infantry party members and fair
contestation among candidates. It also finds that a significant portion of non-
selected candidates did not accept the result to defect, which shows the limited
democratic culture in the candidate selection process. Based on these findings,
this study claims that inclusive and decentralized candidate selection methods

cannot be equated with its democratization.

Key Words | candidate selection, democracy, inclusiveness, decentralization,
participation, contestation
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