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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on the Operational Performance and
Development of Korea Political
Party’s Policy Institute

Kim, Hung Joon - Kim, Dohjong | Myongii University

This research examines and studies each political party’s policy institute that
is managed through government subsidies according to the Political Fund Act.
For this, the reports submitted to the National Election Commission(NEC)
by each political party’s policy institute have been analyzed, and a way
for improvement is introduced, drawn from the analysis. In particular, the
changing trends have been examined based on the reports from 2005 to 2008.

The results of the analysis show that most of the political party’s policy
institutes performed little concerning the number of researchers and the scale
of the budget. Publicizing policies were also insufficient. It seems that the
activities of each institute merely followed political situations and schedules,
due to lack of basic planning. Most activities were short-term projects for
less than a month, therefore, mid-and long-term projects were neglected. In
addition, most projects lacked professionalism since they were carried out by
internal researchers, and there were very few reports published concerning
research and results of policy development by the institutes.

Concluding this study, for Korean policy institutes to fully commit to
their duty, they should comply with the followings. First, institutes must
professionally analyze policies and provide alternatives like the policy
institutes in the U.S. Second, institutes must be managed autonomously and
independently. Third, they should not be ruled by politics. Fourth, they should
act as a policy community during elections.

There can be limits in comparing and assessing policy institutes using only
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numerical figures. The quality in research ought to be considered together.
Despite the limits, however, by releasing the assessment of political party’s policy
institutes through the media, and delivering specific guidelines for projects
and budget management through National Election Commission, the activities

of Korea’s political party’s policy institutes can be expected to become much
more active within a short period of time.

Key Words | Development of Korean Political Party, Political Fund Act, Political Party’s
Policy Institute, Government Subsidy, Policy Making and Development
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