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[ABSTRACT]

Social-welfare Policy of Lee Myung-Bak Administration:

A Retreat of Social-welfare Policy?

Kim, Soon Young | Senior Research Fellow/Seoul National University,

The Center for Social Sciences

The paper aims to analyze social-welfare policy of Lee administration
in the comparative perspective of Kim Dae-Joong and Noh Moo-Hyun
administrations, and then to address the need to develop more active
social-welfare policy to fit a Korean society. It has been argued that Lee
administration’s social-welfare policy has weakened the basic fundamentals
of social welfare founded by DJ and Noh administrations. However, the paper
argues that ‘workfare’” and ‘private-initiative welfare,” which are the key
parts of Lee administration’s ‘active welfare,” are also related to DJ and Noh
administrations’ neo-liberal welfare policy. The paper focuses on an affinity
between DJ and Noh administrations’ and Lee administration’s welfare policy
not to evaluate positively Lee’s welfare policy but to emphasize the weakness

of DJ and Noh’s welfare policy.

KeyWords | Kim Dae-Joong administration, Noh Moo-Hyun administration, Lee Myung-
Bak administration, social-welfare Policy, workfare, private-initiative welfare,
active welfare, neo-liberal welfare policy
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