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[ABSTRACT]

The Politics of Institutional Reform:
The Debate on the District Magnitude in Korea

Seo, Bokkyung | Sogang University

This study focuses on the politics of electoral institution reform. After Korea
democratization, from Roh Tae-woo gov’t to Lee Myung-bak gov’t, Single
Non-Transferable Voting system has been presented as the reform alternative
of the electoral system periodically.

The representative one of pro-SNTV arguments is for the regional
integration or the breaking down regionalism. But the Korean regionalism is
essentially the conflict between the parties exclusively based on each region
rather than the regional conflict at the social level. The other argument for
pro-SNTV is the dealignment of regional party system or the nationalization
of party organizations. That is the solution of the problem that has originated
from the parties’ recruiting system of regional elites. The other hand, until
now pro-SNTV arguments have matched the demands of constitutional
amendment, the change to the parliamentarism or the French presidentialism.
Especially, when the power sharing through constitutional amendment was
considered as impossible, the SNTV was preferred as the second best.

Key Words | district magnitude, SNTV, single-non-transferable vote, reform
politics
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