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[ABSTRACT]

Park Chung-hee’s Political Thought:

Illiberal Conservatism for Modernization

Kang, Jung In | Sogang University
Ha, Sang Bok | Mokpo University

The purpose of this paper is to interpret President Park Chung-hee’s political
thought as the “illiberal conservatism for modernization,” by analyzing his books
and speeches. To do this, first, his conservatism was examined in terms of
anti-communism, the imperative of economic development, and “modernizing
conservatism.” Then his political thought regarding liberalism was investigated

LR INT3

in terms of “cold war liberalism,” “national liberty” and “disregard of individual
human rights and liberty.” Finally, the characteristics of his political thought
was illuminated by the concepts of the “simultaneity of non-simultaneity” which

shaped the ideological terrain of contemporary Korean politics.

Key Words | Park Chung-hee, conservatism, modernizing conservatism,
anti-Communism, economic development, Cold War liberalism,
national liberty, human rights, simultaneity of non-simultaneity



