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[ABSTRACT)

Lee Myung-bak’s Government and Interpretation of
‘8- 15’ National Ceremony:
The Conservative’s Consciousness of Crisis and
The Discursive Politics

Ha, Sang Bok | Mokpo University

In national ceremony of ‘August 15,” President Lee Myung-bak has shown
a exceptional political stance. He has told that the day has meant 60th anniversary
of establishment of South Korean government. The reason of its exceptionality
is that every political regimes before Lee’s have always regarded it as independence
day from japanese imperialism. This article is oriented to analyze the political
background, motive and effect of presidential message unprecedented in the South
Korean modern history. The political equation, “August 15=60th anniversary
of establishment of South Korean government” reflects, in fact, the crisis
consciousness in which the South Korean conservatives had to be placed, due
to the two precedent nationalist and progressive regimes. With New Right socio-
political movement, South Korean conservatives opposed to the nationalist and
progressive philosophy and policy. Lee’s government, as much as conservative,
has, without delay, responded to their political anxiety. It is in this political
context that we can explain why in his beginning, the president has stated that
August 15 must be national holiday celebrating establishment of South Korean

government.

Key Words | August 15, Independence day, Governmental establishment day,
Lee’s political regime, New Right





