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[ABSTRACT)

Park Hun Yeong in the Liberation Period (1945-48):

the Koreanization of Communism

Jung, Seung Hyun | Sogang University

The Korean left has tried to establish socialism in Chosun(Korea) since 1920’s.
I call that effort Koreanization of socialism, which means its original theory
and practice should be adapted for Koreans to be approved as dominant or
alternative ideology. Its history can be divided into four phases and this paper
examines the first stage, i.e. the liberation period focusing on Park Hun Yeong
and the Chosun Communist Party. Especially I examine the conflict between
its nationalist discourse and class oriented practice, and try to illuminate this
conflict was the one of major factors for explaining their defeat. I find the
source of this conflict in their theory which was profoundly affected by Comintern
in the late 1920’s. Finally I explain their theoretical confidence prevented the

nationalist united front and made the inflexible class practice line.

Key Words | socialism, communism, Park Hun Yeong, nationalism,
Liberation period





