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(ABSTRACT]

Yeo Un-hyeong’s Political Thoughts: With a Focus
on His Positions Towards Nationalism, Communism,
and Democracy

Jeon, jaeho | Sogang University

This article studies Yeo Un-hyeong’s political activities and thoughts. An
important figure in modern Korean political history, Yeo’s political ideas were
influenced by a wide range of ideologies including Donghak ideology,
Confucianism, Christianity, the principle of self-determination, and communism.
During the Japanese colonial period, Yeo participated in the Korean independence
movement in China and several Chinese revolutionary movements, as well as
the Korean nationalist movement carried out in the field of journalism within
the peninsula. Immediately following Korea’s liberation from Japanese colonial
rule, Yeo participated in the Preparatory Committee for the Establishment of
the Nation as well as the People’s Republic. When the conflict between the
left and the right began to intensify, he pursued the Left-Right Collaboration
Movement.

Most essential to Yeo’s political thoughts, however, was nationalism. In the
early stages of his political development, Yeo participated in the Self-Strengthening
Movement as influenced by social Darwinism. Then, from the late 1910s, Yeo,
influenced by principles of self-determination, argued that national independence
was an individual’s natural right. After the March 1% Movement, he began to
sympathize with communism. Upon witnessing the Soviet Union’s support for
Korean independence, Yeo tried to adapt communist principles to Korea’s political
situation. Eventually, the new political system Yeo came to settle on was

egalitarianism, a society without class and governed by the people. Yoe also
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supported a form of democracy based on socio-economic democracy principles.
Yoe became a ‘democratic’ nationalist, a natural development considering his
focus on the nation and his emphasis on a democracy centered on heavy popular

participation.

Key Words | Nationalism, Communism, Democracy, the principle of national
self-determination





