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(ABSTRACT]

In search of multiple modernities:
Fukuzawa Yukichi’s competition and Yu Gil-Jun’s reclamation

in the late 19th century

Bang, sangkeun | korea University
Watanabe, Hiroshi | Hosei University

This paper tries to find the difference in the political thoughts on the essence
of western civilization between Fukuzawa Yukichi and Yu Gil-Jun in the late
19th century. Former studies usually tell that both of them regarded the western
civilization as their model to follow. But this paper seeks to show the fact
that, unlike Fukuzawa Yukichi who criticized confucianism and accepted the
western spirit of competition to secure national independence, Yu Gil-Jun tried
to retain confucian spirit as model to follow and understood the westermn civilization
in the confucian way of governing, namely politics({) and reclamation(Zk).
This fact implies that Yu Gil-Jun thought confucianism as equivalent to christianity
in function of reclamation and accepted the western civilization to improve
legal and institutional system. This kind of difference in accepting and
understanding the western civilization in 19th century gives us the chance to

reflect on the future of modern civilization in the context of multiple modernities.

Key Words | multiple modernities, civilization, Yu Gil-Jun, Fukuzawa Yukichi,
competition, reclamation,





