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[ABSTRACT]

Policy Voting, or Traits Voting?
In the 2008 USA Presidential Election

Song, Keun Won | Kyungsung University

This study attempts to find out the issues which affect the U.S. voters polarized
when choosing a candidate as their President. Discriminant analysis shows that
Iraq war issue is the most influencing one among the policy issues. Leadership,
honesty, care of the candidates are also the issues affecting the choice behavior
of the voters.

The policy issue-based ballot model is more useful to explain the voters’
behavior than the candidate’s traits-based model. The combined model of the
two can explain the U.S. voters’ behavior about 94.6%, in which pure policy
voters are 12.9%, pure candidate’s traits-based voters are 10.3%, voters considering
both policy-stands and candidates’ traits are 71.5%, while ‘eorin people’ who
votes based neither on their policy stands nor on the evaluation of the candidates’
traits are only 5.41%. This fact suggests the combined model is more realistic
than any other unique model. Future studies are needed to generalize these

findings.

Key Words | Policy Voting, Traits Voting, Issue, 2008 USA Presidential Election,
Discriminant Analysis,



