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[ABSTRACT]

Paradox of Restrictive Electoral Management

Im, Seong-Ho | Kyung Hee University

This article highlights a paradox of restrictive electoral management in
Korean politics. On one hand, activism of the National Election Commission in
stringently implementing restrictive regulations of electoral campaigns has pre-
vented excessive social noises, political confrontations, and explicit breaches
of law. Restrictive electoral management has, in this sense, been a positive
asset for Korean representative democracy. On the other hand, however, unre-
alistically rigorous regulations of campaign activities have fermented senses of
discontents and potential non-compliance, thus often prompting judicial dis-
putes over legality of electoral campaigns in the post-election period. The judi-
cial decisions nullifying electoral results, which have been frequent, surely
encroach on the foundation of representative democracy prioritizing popular
sovereignty. Situations following the 18th Korean National Assembly election

in 2008 illustrate this paradox.

KeyWords | electoral management, National Election Commission, representa-
tive democracy, the 18th National Assembly election, violations of
electoral law, judicial conflict



