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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on the Ideological Character of Korean

Conservatism in the 2000s: With a Focus on the New
Right

Jeon, Jae Ho | Sogang University

The New Right emerged on the South Korean political scene in the mid-2000s
as a force representing self-proclaimed radical reformers of the existing
conservative power. We can summarize their ideological characteristics as follows:
First, in advocating liberal democracy, they emphasized the economic rather
than the political aspect of liberalism, ultimately placing a blind trust in
neo-liberalism; Second, they were elitists, critical of participatory democracy
and denunciatory of democratic equality; Third, although they argued for the
abolishment of the nationalism often equated with national unification, they
were also politically nationalistic in their emphasis on the primacy of Republic
of Korea rather than unified Korea; Fourth, they mobilized universal norms
like human rights and democracy to criticize North Korea, shifting the focus
of anti-communist discourse. Among these four characteristics of the New Right,
there was no difference between the first two and the existing conservative
power’s stance, whereas the third and fourth showed several degrees of departure.
Based on this study, we can conclude that the New Right in Korea brought

only a small degree of change rather than radical reform.

Key Words | New Right, Conservatism, Neoliberalism, Post-nationalism,
anti-liberal democracy



