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[ABSTRACT]

The Use of National Memorial Days by President
Syngman Rhee: The National Rituals to Make an
Anti-Communist Nation

Kang, Jung In | Sogang University
Han, Yu Dong | Sogang University

The purpose of this essay is to show that President Syngman Rhee used
national memorial days to make South Korean people an anti-communist nation
by designating and celebrating national memorial days. The Rhee regime
continuously instilled anti-communism by designating specific days related to
the Korean War as national memorial days. Furthermore, the regime added
anti-Communist consciousness to national consciousness by reminding South
Koreans of the Korean War experience, i.e., the North Korean Communist war
atrocities, on preexisting national memorial days such as March First Movement
Day and the National Liberation Day(August 15th), which had originally nothing
to do with anti-communism. Anti-Communism was naturally absorbed and
internalized among residents in South Korea by such maneuver. In sum, national
memorial days which were celebrated in the 1950s and featured with
anti-Communist discourses were converted into occasions to make an

anti-communist nation with the observance of solemn national rituals.

Key Words | national memorial days, anti-communist nation, Syngman Rhee,
the Korean War, anti-communism, nation, ideological homogeneity



