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[ABSTRACT]

The History of Universal Human Rights and North
Korean Human Rights Issue

Chung, Young Chul | Sogang University
Sonn, Ho Chul | Sogang University

In cold-war era, Human Rights were the means of the ‘politics of human
rights’ between the USA and the USSR. Since the collapse of the col war,
Human Rights have been consolidated as the universal values of the mankind.
The History of Human Rights is the history of the dispute between universalism
and relativism, and today the agenda of Human Rights is enlarging.

Nowadays, the problem of North Korean Human Rights is the one of important
issues around the world. The Attention and involvement in North Korean Human
Rights are needed, but it may have danger to result the absolutism of human
Rights if we evaluate the North Korean human Rights with only universal standard.
In addition, if we consider that we are now enjoying the Human Rights through
the long continuous efforts to achieve Human Rights, it will be ‘Violence of
Human Rights’ that North Korean Human Rights are evlauated uniformly with
the current standard of Human Rights we achieved already. Above all things,
reality adaptability for improvement of North Korean Human Rights is needed.
Therefore, it is needed that we put our heads together to find a solution on
the human issues between South and North. And, in this process, North Korean
Human Rights(or Korea Peninsular Human Rights) will be done constructively

and peacefully.

Key Words | Human Rights, universalism, relativism, North Korean Human Rights,
Korea peninsular Human Rights



